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Commentary

These Regulations are proposed to be made by the UK Government
pursuant to section 8(1) of, and paragraph 21 of Schedule 7 to, the
European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018.

These Regulations primarily amend wine legislation but also make minor
operational amendments to food information rules. The key aim of the
Regulations is to ensure that appropriate rules are in place to cover the
movement and control of wine products from both a regime and excise
perspective. These controls relate to documents that are to accompany
wine product movements and any certification requirements. Similar
changes are also introduced to rules on the records and declarations that
must be kept in relation to the production and trade of wines and which
set out the bodies that are responsible for carrying out those controls and
checks.




The Regulations make the Secretary of State the liaison body responsible
for official contact with third countries relating to matters covered by the
Regulations for wine products imported into, or exported from, the United
Kingdom. The Secretary of State must not act as such a liaison body
without the consent of the Welsh Ministers in relation to wine products
imported into or exported from Wales.

The Regulations oblige the Secretary of State to publish certain
information and lists in relation to the authorities which carry out certain
processes regarding the import and export of wine. The Secretary of State
must not publish such information and lists where they apply in relation
to Wales without the consent of the Welsh Ministers.

Minor changes are also made to food information laws to make them
compatible with legislation that has been introduced by HMRC to replace
certain other laws which will cease to operate after the UK leaves the EU.

Legal Advisers agree with the statement laid by the Welsh Government
dated 7 August 2019 regarding the effect of these Regulations.

The above summary and the content of the Explanatory Memorandum to
these Regulations confirm their effect.

Legal Advisers do not consider that any significant issues arise under
paragraph 8 of the Memorandum on the European Union (Withdrawal)
Bill and the Establishment of Common Frameworks in relation to these
Regulations.




